Selections from Talking Book Topics
May-June 2026


Nonfiction



Selections from Talking Book Topics – Nonfiction

Biography
Outback Astronomer
DB132489 11 hours 6 minutes
by Trevor Barry and others, read by Michael G. Welch
"Born and raised in remote Broken Hill, Trevor Barry left school after year ten to work in the mines. Years later, a single glimpse of Saturn through a colleague's telescope knocked Trevor's world completely off its axis. Trevor set about building an observatory in his backyard using bits and pieces from his shed. NASA took note of his work and invited Trevor to contribute to its interplanetary research — leading to opportunities far beyond Broken Hill and even Trevor's wildest dreams." — From WorldCat. 2025.

Unseen: How I Lost My Vision but Found My Voice
DB134008 6 hours 47 minutes
by Molly Burke, read by Molly Burke
"From social media star and change-maker Molly Burke, a vulnerable, honest, and darkly humorous memoir on navigating the challenges of being a blind woman in a sighted world. Growing up disabled didn't stop her from playing sports, becoming a rock-climbing instructor, or winning a beauty pageant, but other people's narrow perceptions of her held her back. Part memoir, part rallying cry for a more compassionate and empathetic world, Unseen recounts Molly's life and experiences fighting against the expectations of society." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.




Jump and Find Joy: Embracing Change in Every Season of Life
DB134076 5 hours 30 minutes
by Hoda Kotb, read by Hoda Kotb
"Change doesn't always arrive when we expect it, and its effects are anything but predictable. But Hoda believes that the benefits of change can be extraordinary...if we're willing to listen to and learn from them. In her quest to better understand change and how to work with (not against) it, Hoda relies on her reporting instincts to investigate HOW change works, WHO is approaching it with grace, and WHAT she can apply to her own life and share with others, and how each of us can thrive in the midst of changes we'll inevitably face ourselves." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.

Family of Spies: A World War II Story of Nazi Espionage, Betrayal, and the Secret History Behind Pearl Harbor
DB134071 8 hours 39 minutes
by Christine Kuehn, read by Erin Bennett
"It began with a letter from a screenwriter, asking about a story. Your family. World War II. Nazi spies. Christine Kuehn was shocked and confused. When she asked her seventy-year-old father, Eberhard, what this could possibly be about, he stalled, deflected, demurred, and then wept. He knew this day would come. Jumping back and forth between Christine discovering her family's secret and the untold past of the spies in Germany, Japan, and Hawaii, Family of Spies is fast-paced history at its finest and will rewrite the narrative of December 7, 1941." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.



Whirlwind: My Life Reporting the News
DB134272 12 hours 32 minutes
by Bill Kurtis, read by Bill Kurtis
"Starting with his coverage of the largest tornado in Kansas history, legendary correspondent, anchorman, and producer Bill Kurtis details his whirlwind career reporting American history as it unfolded. A fast-paced, entertaining, and inspiring story about the potent combination of talent and luck in the network era of television, Kurtis brings us into some of the most iconic moments of the '60s, '70s, and '80s. Kurtis also offers an insider look at how television evolved from an emerging news source to the dominating force in American media. A natural storyteller, Kurtis remembers his career with honesty and insight and gives a rare picture of American history and broadcast journalism." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.

US History
The Greatest Sentence Ever Written
DB134372 1 hours 31 minutes
by Walter Isaacson, read by Walter Isaacson
"To celebrate America's 250th anniversary, Walter Isaacson takes readers on a fascinating deep dive into the creation of one of history's most powerful sentences: 'We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.' Drafted by Thomas Jefferson and edited by Benjamin Franklin and John Adams, this line lays the foundation for the American Dream and defines the common ground we share as a nation." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. Bestseller. 2025.



World History
A Light in the Northern Sea: Denmark's Incredible Rescue of Their Jewish Citizens During WWII
DB134302 8 hours 26 minutes
by Tim Brady, read by David De Vries
" A roundup was ordered to begin on October 1st, 1943, the first day of the Jewish New Year. The only passage to safety was across the Oresund to Sweden. But no group existed to organize an escape. Until the last moment, Sweden didn't agree to allow the refugees into the country; and the strait between the two nations was swarming with Gestapo. 95% of Denmark's Jews survived the Holocaust, the highest percentage in Europe. Here are the riveting true accounts of ordinary Danes who quietly orchestrated their escape." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.

Fifty-Three Days on Starvation Island: The World War II Battle That Saved Marine Corps Aviation
DB134796 19 hours 57 minutes
by John R. Bruning, read by Brian Troxell
"On August 20, 1942, twelve Marine dive-bombers and nineteen Marine fighters landed at Guadalcanal. Their mission: defeat the Japanese navy and prevent it from sending more men and supplies to 'Starvation Island,' as Guadalcanal was nicknamed. The night after the Marines landed, the Imperial Navy launched a surprise night attack on the Allied fleet offshore, which prompted the abandonment of the Marines on Guadalcanal..." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2024.

The Black Sea: A History
DB131352 12 hours 2 minutes
by Charles King, read by Mark Ashby
"The lands surrounding the Black Sea share a colorful past. Though in recent decades they have experienced ethnic conflict, economic collapse, and interstate rivalry, their common heritage and common interests go deep. Charles King investigates the myriad connections that have made the Black Sea more of a bridge than a boundary, linking religious communities, linguistic groups, empires, and later, nations and states." — From publisher. 2004.

Save Our Souls: The True Story of a Castaway Family, Treachery, and Murder
DB134261 5 hours 50 minutes
by Matthew Pearl, read by George Newbern
"On December 10, 1887, a shark fishing boat disappeared. On board the doomed vessel were the Walkers — the ship's captain Frederick, his wife Elizabeth, their three teenage sons, and their dog — along with the ship's crew. A terrible storm arose, splitting their vessel in two and leaving those onboard adrift. When the castaways awoke the next morning, they discovered they had been washed ashore — on an island inhabited by a large but ragged and emaciated man who introduced himself as Hans. But Hans had a secret. Matthew Pearl unveils one of the most incredible yet little-known historical true stories, and the only known instance in history of an actual family of castaways." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.

Religion
Traveling Light: Releasing the Burdens You Were Never Intended to Bear
DB134374 4 hours 25 minutes
by Max Lucado, read by Ben Holland
"Weary travelers. At times, we are people like that — if not with physical luggage, then at least with our spiritual load. We all lug loads we were never intended to carry. Fear. Worry. Discontent.  We're worn out from carrying that excess baggage. Wouldn't it be nice to lose some of those bags? That's the invitation of Max Lucado. With the Twenty-third Psalm as our guide, let's release some of the burdens we were never intended to bear. Using these verses as a guide, Max Lucado walks us through a helpful inventory of our burdens." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2015.

The Case for Christmas: A Journalist Investigates the Identity of The Child in the Manger
DB134270 2 hours 24 minutes
by Lee Strobel, read by Lee Strobel
"Who was in the manger that first Christmas morning? And how can we know for sure? In this completely revised and updated edition of The Case for Christmas — reflecting the latest scholarship and research — award-winning legal journalist Lee Strobel weighs the evidence to distinguish myth from truth about what happened in Bethlehem. What can we know about the events of Christmas morning? And, most importantly, who was born that day?" — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.
Science
Weird Universe: Everything We Don't Know About Space (and Why It's Important)
DB134289 5 hours 27 minutes
by Erika Hamden, read by Nancy Peterson
"Unlock the wonders of space with a fresh and exciting perspective. Erika Hamden, a renowned astrophysicist and educator, brings her passion for space to life in this engaging book. With years of experience studying the cosmos, Hamden specializes in making complex topics fun and easy to understand. Her expertise shines through as she leads listeners on an exploration of the strangest and most awe-inspiring phenomena in space." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.


Ocean Beach: Fog, Fauna, and Flora
DB131523 4 hours 25 minutes
by Eddy Rubin, read by Eva Wilhelm
"Longtime local surfer and scientist Eddy Rubin celebrates this magical sandy stretch through stories of its animals and plants and the natural and human forces that have shaped this coastal environment. From sand dollars and seaweed to the snowy plovers in the dunes, and stretching out to the seals and whales offshore, Rubin profiles twenty-nine local flora and fauna with wonder and curiosity." — From Goodreads. 2025.
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FL1A
FL Braille & Talking Books
421 Platt Street
Daytona Beach, FL 32114
Telephone: 1-800-226-6075
OPAC_librarian@dbs.fldoe.org
Serves: All counties not listed below

FL1B        
Talking Books/Special Needs Library 
Jacksonville Public Library 
[bookmark: _Hlk167972309]303 North Laura Street 
Jacksonville, FL 32202-0000 
Telephone: (904) 255-6173
Serves: Duval County
Staff Email: JPLTBSpecialNeeds@coj.net

FL1C     
Talking Books Library 
Miami-Dade Public Library System 
2455 NW 183rd Street 
Miami Gardens, FL 33056-3641 
Telephone: (305) 751-8687
Serves: Miami-Dade and Monroe counties
General Email: talkingbooks@mdpls.org

FL1D        
Orange County Library System 
Talking Books 
101 East Central Boulevard 
Orlando, FL 32801-0000 
Telephone: (407) 835-7464
Staff Email: talkingbooks@ocls.info


FL1G          
Talking Books 
Palm Beach County Library Annex 
4289 Cherry Road 
West Palm Beach, FL 33409-9808 
Telephone: (561) 649-5486
Toll-free (In-state): (888) 780-5151
General Email: talkingbooks@pbclibrary.org







FL1H          
Broward County Talking Book Library 
100 South Andrews Avenue 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301-1826 
Telephone: (954) 357-7555
TTY: (954) 357-7528
TDD: (800) 955-8771
General Email: talkingbooks@broward.org

FL1J        
Lee County Talking Books Library 
1651 Lee Street 
Fort Myers, FL 33901-2916 
Telephone: (239) 533-4780 
or (239) 995-2665
Toll-free (In-state): (800) 854-8195
General Email: talkingbooks@leegov.com

FL1K           
Brevard County Talking Books Library 
308 Forrest Avenue 
Cocoa, FL 32922-7781 
Telephone: (321) 633-1810
General Email: talkingbooks@mylibraryworld.com

FL1L              
West Florida Public Library, Talking Books Library 
239 North Spring Street
Pensacola, FL 32502
Telephone: (850) 471-6000 or (850) 436-5060
Serves: Escambia County 
General Email: talkingbooks@mywfpl.com

FL1M         
Pinellas Public Library Cooperative 
1330 Cleveland Street 
Clearwater, FL 33755-5103 
Telephone: (727) 441-9958
Serves: Pinellas and Sarasota counties
Staff Email: talkingbooks@pplc.us


[image: A picture containing graphical user interface

Description automatically generated]TBT Nonfiction LTTBT005






image1.PNG
FL Braille and Talking Books
421 Platt St.
Daytona Beach, FL 32114

FREE MATTER FOR THE BLIND AND
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED





