Selections from Talking Book Topics
March-April 2026


Nonfiction



Selections from Talking Book Topics – Nonfiction

Biography
Q: A Voyage Around the Queen
DB131798 19 hours 53 minutes, by Craig Brown, read by Craig Brown
"With equal measures of wit and wisdom, the author of 99 Glimpses of Princess Margaret draws a deeply original, hilarious, and telling portrait of the Queen herself. This most closely observed of all women rarely left any real impression beyond vague notions of her 'radiance' and 'sense of duty.' Craig Brown, the author of 150 Glimpses of the Beatles and Hello Goodbye Hello, gives us an unforgettable portrait of the omnipresent, elusive Queen Elizabeth II." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2024.

Strong Roots: A Memoir of Food, Family, and Ukraine
DB132075 7 hours 48 minutes, by Olia Hercules, read by Olia Hercules
"Strong Roots is the story of a century in Ukraine told through four generations of one extraordinary family. This is an ode to the land, to ideas of home and belonging, and to family stories and recipes passed down the generations — the tang of sour cherries, the best way to make borsch. It lays bare the compromises and betrayals of generations struggling and surviving through war, peace, invasion and exile. It is an uplifting reminder of how much the human spirit can endure when born from a land rich with strong roots." — Provided by publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. Bestseller. 2025.


Coming Up Short: A Memoir of My America
DB132239 14 hours 29 minutes, by Robert B. Reich, read by Robert B Reich
"From political economist, cabinet member, beloved professor, media presence, and bestselling author of Saving Capitalism and The Common Good, a deeply-felt, compelling memoir. Ultimately, Reich asks: What did his generation accomplish? Did they make America better, more inclusive, more tolerant? Did they strengthen democracy? Or, did they come up short? " — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. Bestseller. 2025.
Hemingway: The Homecoming
DB123153 8 hours 21 minutes, by Michael Reynolds, read by Allen O'Reilly
"These are the heady times of the Nick Adams short stories, Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby, and the writing of The Sun Also Rises. These are also the years of Hemingway's first marriage to Hadley Richardson, the birth of his first son, and his discovery of the bullfights at Pamplona." — From Goodreads. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2017.
Life and Art: Essays
DB131728 7 hours 18 minutes, by Richard Russo, read by Richard Russo
"Life and Art — these are the twin subjects considered in Richard Russo's twelve masterful new essays — how they inform each other and how the stories we tell ourselves about both shape our understanding of the world around us. Life and Art comprises sharp, tender, extraordinarily intimate reflections on work, culture, love, and family from one of the great writers of our time." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.


Dead and Alive: Essays
DB133025 9 hours 37 minutes, by Zadie Smith, read by Zadie Smith
"Zadie Smith brings her unique skills as an essayist to bear on a range of subjects that have captured her attention in recent years. She takes an exhilaratingly close look at artists, she invites us along to the movies, and to New York to reflect on the spontaneous moments that connect us. She considers changes of government on both sides of the Atlantic — and the meaning of 'the commons' in all our lives." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.
US History
The Franklin Stove: An Unintended American Revolution
DB128848 15 hours 11 minutes, by Joyce E. Chaplin, read by Catherine Byers
"The Franklin stove became one of the era's most iconic consumer products. It was more than just a material object, however — it was also a hypothesis. Franklin invented his way out of a climate crisis: a period when unusually bitter winters brought life to a standstill. He believed that his stove could provide indoor comfort despite a shortage of wood by deforestation…" — From publisher. 2025.
War on the Border: Villa, Pershing, the Texas Rangers, and an American Invasion
DB131439 10 hours 14 minutes, by Jeff Guinn, read by Andres Pabon
"From bestselling author Jeff Guinn, the dramatic story of how U.S.-Mexico border tensions erupted into open warfare in 1916, as a U.S. military expedition crossed the border to try to capture Mexican guerrilla Pancho Villa — a military incursion whose effects still haunt the border region to this day." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2021.
Undaunted: How Women Changed American Journalism
DB131720 16 hours 35 minutes, by Brooke Kroeger, read by Maggi-Meg Reed
"From Margaret Fuller's improbable success to the highly paid reporters of the mid-nineteenth century to the breakthrough investigative triumphs of Nellie Bly, Ida Tarbell, and Ida B. Wells, Kroeger examines the lives of the best-remembered — and many long-forgotten — woman journalists, and celebrates those exceptional careers up to the present..." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2023.
The Unknowns: The Untold Story of America's Unknown Soldier and WWI's Most Decorated Heroes Who Brought Him Home
DB132037 12 hours 58 minutes, by Patrick K. O'Donnell, read by Dan Woren
"When the first Unknown Soldier was laid to rest in Arlington, General John Pershing, commander of the American Expeditionary Force in WWI, selected eight of America's most decorated, battle-hardened veterans to serve as Body Bearers..." — From Goodreads. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2018.
John Hancock: First to Sign, First to Invest in America's Independence
DB132603 7 hours 16 minutes, by Willard Sterne Randall, read by Steve Hendrickson
"A contemporary of Samuel Adams, John Adams, George Washington, Hancock's contacts read like a who's who of the American Revolution. But shockingly little has been written about the man himself — and current biographies tend to over-rely on critical portrayals by his political opponents." — From Goodreads. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.

World History
India After Gandhi: The History of the World's Largest Democracy
DB129182 41 hours 58 minutes, by Ramachandra Guha, read by Catherine Byers
"This story of modern India is peopled with extraordinary characters: the author gives fresh insights on the lives and public careers of prime ministers, but also about the major provincial leaders and peasants, tribals, women, workers and musicians." — From publisher. Some strong language. 2017.
Dinner with King Tut: How Rogue Archaeologists Are Re-Creating the Sights, Sounds, Smells, and Tastes of Lost Civilizations
DB131815 15 hours 57 minutes, by Sam Kean, read by Derek Shetterly
"Whether it's the pyramids or the temples of Mexico, we have a good idea of what the past looked like. But what about our other senses: The tang of Roman fish sauce and the springy crust of Egyptian sourdough? The boom of medieval cannons and the clash of Viking swords?  A new generation of researchers is doing something called experimental archaeology…” — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.
Monopoly X: How Top-Secret World War II Operations Used the Game of Monopoly to Help Allied POWs Escape, Conceal Spies, and Send Secret Codes
DB132948 8 hours 56 minutes, by Philip E. Orbanes, read by Corey Snow
"The incredible true story of how Monopoly games were used to smuggle escape aids to Allied servicemen in German P.O.W. camps ... and more." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.
The Roma: A Traveling History
DB133129 10 hours 13 minutes, by Madeline Potter, read by Madeline Potter
"A unique, deeply personal portrait of the nomadic Romani people and their on-going journey that sheds new light on their history, where they have traveled and settled, and what it means to be Romani today. Uncover the interwoven stories and struggles of Romani communities past and present, and pay tribute to a culture and its traditions." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.
Religion
The Gospel of John: A Beginner's Guide to the Way, the Truth, and the Life
DB131945 6 hours 17 minutes, by Amy-Jill Levine, read by Nan McNamara
"John's Gospel offers readers a new language-of being born anew, of living water, of wind and spirit, of the 'I am' — that enhances how we understand the divine, how we experience the world, and how we participate in the mystery of faith..." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2024.
Never Give Up: God Is Good When Life Isn't
DB132808 3 hours 45 minutes, by Max Lucado, read by Ben Holland
"Find hope to keep going even when times are hard when you discover that God never changes, and He is always on your side. This encouraging book, carefully curated from Max's bestseller, You'll Get Through This, serves as a vivid reminder that, even when life seems unfair or impossible, our faith in a benevolent God can carry us through to redemption and transformation. " — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.

Science
The Shape of Wonder: How Scientists Think, Work, and Live
DB132292 6 hours 28 minutes, by Alan P. Lightman and Martin J. Rees, read by Christopher Grove
"In an age of rapid scientific discovery, it's understandable that many feel uneasy about the future. There is a growing sense that scientists are not to be trusted…Lightman and Rees pull back the curtain on the field of science, revealing that scientists are driven by the same sense of curiosity towards the future that shapes us all." — From publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2025.

Cosmic Queries: StarTalk's Guide to Who We Are, How We Got Here, and Where We're Going
DB131623 6 hours 22 minutes, by Neil deGrasse Tyson and James Trefil, read by Lauren Fortgang
"For science geeks, space and physics nerds, and all who want to understand their place in the universe, this enlightening new book from Neil deGrasse Tyson offers a unique take on the mysteries and curiosities of the cosmos, building on rich material from his beloved StarTalk podcast..." — From Goodreads. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2021.









Selections From Talking Book Topics 
March–April 2026 


Name___________________________________________

Address_________________________________________

City_____________________________________________

State _____________________     Zip ________________

For Postage-Free Mailing
1. Complete the order form and enclose it in an envelope.
2. Do not seal the envelope. Tuck the flap in.
3. Address envelope to your local cooperating library.
4. In the place of a stamp, write “Free Matter for the Blind or Handicapped.”

Please Tear Out Page and Circle Choices on Back





Biography                                           
 DB131798
 DB132075
 DB132239
 DB123153
 DB131728
 DB133025

US History
 DB128848
 DB131439
 DB131720
 DB132037
 DB132603
 
 World History                             
 DB129182
 DB131815
 DB132948
 DB133129
 


Religion
 DB131945
 DB132808
 
 
 
Science
DB132292
DB131623














FL1A
FL Braille & Talking Books
421 Platt Street
Daytona Beach, FL 32114
Telephone: 1-800-226-6075
OPAC_librarian@dbs.fldoe.org
Serves: All counties not listed below

FL1B        
Talking Books/Special Needs Library 
Jacksonville Public Library 
[bookmark: _Hlk167972309]303 North Laura Street 
Jacksonville, FL 32202-0000 
Telephone: (904) 255-6173
Serves: Duval County
Staff Email: JPLTBSpecialNeeds@coj.net

FL1C     
Talking Books Library 
Miami-Dade Public Library System 
2455 NW 183rd Street 
Miami Gardens, FL 33056-3641 
Telephone: (305) 751-8687
Serves: Miami-Dade and Monroe counties
General Email: talkingbooks@mdpls.org

FL1D        
Orange County Library System 
Talking Books 
101 East Central Boulevard 
Orlando, FL 32801-0000 
Telephone: (407) 835-7464
Staff Email: talkingbooks@ocls.info


FL1G          
Talking Books 
Palm Beach County Library Annex 
4289 Cherry Road 
West Palm Beach, FL 33409-9808 
Telephone: (561) 649-5486
Toll-free (In-state): (888) 780-5151
General Email: talkingbooks@pbclibrary.org







FL1H          
Broward County Talking Book Library 
100 South Andrews Avenue 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301-1826 
Telephone: (954) 357-7555
TTY: (954) 357-7528
TDD: (800) 955-8771
General Email: talkingbooks@broward.org

FL1J        
Lee County Talking Books Library 
1651 Lee Street 
Fort Myers, FL 33901-2916 
Telephone: (239) 533-4780 
or (239) 995-2665
Toll-free (In-state): (800) 854-8195
General Email: talkingbooks@leegov.com

FL1K           
Brevard County Talking Books Library 
308 Forrest Avenue 
Cocoa, FL 32922-7781 
Telephone: (321) 633-1810
General Email: talkingbooks@mylibraryworld.com

FL1L              
West Florida Public Library, Talking Books Library 
239 North Spring Street
Pensacola, FL 32502
Telephone: (850) 471-6000 or (850) 436-5060
Serves: Escambia County 
General Email: talkingbooks@mywfpl.com

FL1M         
Pinellas Public Library Cooperative 
1330 Cleveland Street 
Clearwater, FL 33755-5103 
Telephone: (727) 441-9958
Serves: Pinellas and Sarasota counties
Staff Email: talkingbooks@pplc.us
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