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Book Search – Sort By
Book Search has a combo box for Sort By options, which has probably been set to your favorite sort for a while.  Have you tried using the other options?

	Author

	Sorts by:  The author of the book.
Benefits:  All the books by the same author sort together
Disadvantage:  You may only see the first part of the alphabet, depending on how large your search results pool is.

	Title

	Sorts by:  The main title of the book
Benefits:  Easy to find your title, if you know what you're looking for
Disadvantage:  Books by the same author may be spread out in your search results

	Call Number

	Sorts by:  The call number field for the title
[bookmark: _GoBack]Benefits:  For non-fiction works, you'll see books with similar cataloguing grouped together
Disadvantage:  Fiction works have a call number of FIC (or jFIC), which doesn't give you a very good sort.

	Series

	Sorts by:  The series and series sequence of books
Benefits:  See the books in the series in series order; note the books that are out of order, or not catalogued correctly
Disadvantage:  If the book doesn't have a series, the sort may not give you any benefit

	Publication Date

	Sorts by:  The original publication date of the book
Benefit:  See the older/newer books grouped together
Disadvantage:  If your patron isn't picky about the age of the book, this doesn't really do anything for you.

	Random

	Sorts by:  The results in a random order
Benefit:  If you are searching by subject, and sorting by author, you'll always get the same few titles by the same authors in the early part of the alphabet.  Random lets you change things up, so you still get books in the subject you are looking for, but the authors come from all over the alphabet.  It's a great way to see and choose other titles in your catalog.
Disadvantage:  This can take longer than other sorting methods, so you may want to put a limit on the number of results.
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